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On May 25, in Washington, human rights group Americas Watch issued the following press release
condemning the measures imposed by Jorge Serrano in Guatemala and calling for a suspension of
US aid to the country: "Americas Watch today forcefully condemned the Fujimori-style coup d'etat
led by President Jorge Serrano with the support of the Guatemalan Security Forces this morning at
approximately 6:00 am. In addition to decimating the country's democratic system of government,
this outrageous action helps solidify an alarming precedent, set by Peru, in the hemisphere.
The drastic measures taken by Serrano, include the suspension of constitutional guarantees, the
dissolution of the Congress, the Supreme Court and the Court of Constitutionality, and the firing of
the Attorney General. The presidents of the Congress and the Supreme Court have also been placed
under house arrest. In addition, President Serrano initially announced the removal of Human Rights
Ombudsman Ramiro de Leon Carpio and it appeared that he too was under arrest. However, in a
later statement Serrano backtracked, saying that de Leon Carpio was not removed from his post. Of
paramount concern in this de facto return to autocratic rule is the abrupt removal of the still meager
guarantees for the protection of human rights that had existed up until this morning. This includes
the apparent threat to remove human rights ombudsman Ramiro de Leon Carpio who has played
a protagonist role throughout the country in the investigation and denunciation of gross violations
of human rights and humanitarian law and was one of the few challenges to institutionalized
impunity. At best, de Leon Carpio, whose post is mandated by the Constitution and appointed by
Congress, has been seriously undercut by the suspension of both. In addition, Americas Watch
fears for the safety of Guatemalan citizens and institutions for whom his activism has provided
a legal recourse and a modicum of security. The measures taken by President Serrano, under
the guise of reestablishing "governability," demolish the very institutions that had a possibility
of contributing to the rule of law, respect for human rights and good governance in Guatemala.
This destruction cannot be justified by the level of unrest in the country, nor is it mitigated by the
President's call for the creation of a constitutional assembly. Americas Watch calls on the United
States government and the Organization of American States to condemn strongly and unequivocally
President Serrano's actions. We call on the Clinton Administration to suspend immediately all
except humanitarian assistance and to use its influence to encourage withholding of multilateral and
other bilateral assistance to the Guatemalan government. We call on the Guatemalan authorities to
release those under arrest and restore immediately all legally constituted authorities to the positions
they held until this morning."
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